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This document follows the Travel Scholarship to Madagascar carried out by the writer 
as part of the Kew Diploma course. The travel took place from the 24th of May until the 12th 
of June 2015.  

 

The author joined a KMCC (Kew Madagascar Conservation Centre) team working along 
with an MSB (Millennium Seed Bank project) and SNGF (Sillot National des Graines 
Forestieres) mixed team.  

 

The KMCC in collaboration with the SNGF is involved in many conservation and 
restauration programmes such as native orchids reintroduction and habitat protection or 
reforestation of naked land using native tree species. The KMCC and the SNGF also have 
education programmes for the population and are in close relation with the local communities 
to introduce them to the importance of the Malagasy biodiversity and the importance of 
preserving it. The local populations are involved and financially reattributed for their help in 
restauration and conservation projects. The members of staff for the KMCC and SNGF teams 
in charge of the projects have received secondary education in various fields such as botany 
or pedology, they have also been trained in plant identification in the Herbarium at Kew and 
in seed collection and storage technics in Wakehurst. The PBZT (Parc Botanique et Zoologique 
de Tsimbazaza) in Antananarivo is another Kew partner in Madagascar, they are involved in 
research programmes, conservation and education. 

 

     
     Expedition team, Left to right: Philibert, Mamy, Radol, Paul, Victor, Solofo 
     Copyright: RBG KEW 
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KMCC staff chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The expedition was led by Mr Solofo Eric Rakotoarisoa, Mr Mamy Andriamahay 
was responsible for the MSB/SNGF team under Solofo supervision. 

 The goal for this expedition was to collect seeds from plants baring ripe fruits at 
that time of the year and couldn’t be collected in previous trips. Along with the seeds a lot of 
data about the plants was collected: GPS location, habitat and plant communities, pictures 
and herbarium specimens. Half of the seeds were banked in Madagascar by the SNGF 
following MSB protocols, the other half was sent to the MSB in Wakehurst, U.K. Those banked 
seeds are part of a conservation project of the planet plants biodiversity, Madagascar being 
one of the biodiversity hot-spots on Earth, it is considered a priority for the Millennium Seed 
Bank project.  

 The MSB project is part of the Kew Science directorate and is partially 
government founded as well as Kew founded. The SNGF is a Malagasy government founded 
body and also receives MSB financial support and training. As well as seed collecting and 
storing the SNGF has a restauration mission by selling native plants for reforestation to 
companies with restauration projects programmes or to Malagasy citizens willing to preserve 
their native flora. 

Kew Conservation Department 
(Science Directorate) 

Mr Stuart Cable (Head of KMCC, Kew 
Herbarium) 

Dr Helene Ralimanana (KMCC Team 
Manager and Systematics Officer, 
Antananarivo) 

Mr Solofo Eric Rakotoarisoa, KMCC Assistant 
Team Manager and Drylands Projects Officer, 
Antanarivo) 
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 During this expedition the team achieved 46 opportunistic collections in the 
South West quarter of the island. The climate in this area is classed as dry tropics with various 
habitats and plant communities.  

  
                                Seed collections made by the team during the whole expedition 
                                Copyright: RBG KEW 

 

 The expedition left From Antananarivo on the 27th of May 2015. The team 
travelled south for two days and reached its first stop on the 29th of May through the Hauts 
Plateaux (Highlands) of Madagascar which are intensely cultivated for rice and show a good 
example of the deforestation extend and loss of habitat in the country due to human activity. 

                          
                                     Hauts Plateaux landscape and rice fields, Copyright: RBG KEW 
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  The south limit of the Hauts Plateaux has been preserved because of its lake of 
water which makes the cultivation of rice difficult, for that reason the team could explore dry 
forests and collected seeds from species of such habitats. For 4 days the expedition settled 
and camped in a bush village and collected seeds from many species in the area. On the 1st of 
June the team headed south to Toliara where they prepared for the next part of the trip along 
the south west coast.  

                          
                                    Preserved dry forest in the Hauts Plateaux, Copyright: RBG KEW 

 

 The following week was spent travelling along coastal habitats collecting 
available seeds from any species of interest noticed by Solofo. During that second part of the 
expedition, the team stayed in cheap hotels in small villages. During this week the expedition 
went through mangroves, spiny forests, Baobabs forests, Euphorbias forests amongst other 
plants formations. This region is rich in habitats and different species because of the nature 
of the soils which go from acidic and clay to alkaline lime stone or sand.  

                    
                            Baobabs forest in the south west coastal region, Copyright: RBG KEW 
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The author would like to acknowledge and thank the organisations and people without whom 
this travel wouldn’t have been possible: 

 

- Kew Gardens school of horticulture members of staff, for their guidance and support 
- The Bentham-Moxon Trust for their financial support 
- The Merlin Trust for their financial support 
- The Kew Guild for their financial support 
- Mr Stuart Cable, MSBP Herbarium Team Manager, Head of Madagascar, for his 

advice and support 
- Mr Solofo Eric Rakotoarisoa KMCC Assistant Team Manager and Drylands Projects 

Officer, for accepting me as part of his expedition and sharing his knowledge with 
me. 

- Dr Helene Ralimanana, Team Manager and Systematics Officer, RBG Kew, 
Madagascar for allowing to join one of her teams on a field trip 

- Dr Franck Rakotonasolo, KMCC Collection Programme Manager and Systematics 
Research Coordinator for his help in preparing my proposal. 
 

 

Expenses  
 

Amount in Pounds 

Accommodation 113.70 
Food and supplies (restaurant meals, water, batteries, soap…) 192.30 
Transports (flights, taxis and public transports) 851.11 
Health and safety supplies (insect repellent, anti-diarrheal kit…)  53.44 
Participation to team expenses (fuel, local guides, cooking supplies…) 120 
Others (guide books, visits, gifts for locals…) 80 
TOTAL cost of the trip 1410.55 

 

 


