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	Application for the Merlin Trust – AGS Joint Tour



Eligibility Criteria

· Horticulturists of British or Irish citizenship, resident in Britain or Ireland only. Foreign citizens may apply but must be studying in a British or Irish horticultural training establishment, on a full-time professional horticultural course. 
· Aged between 18 and 34 (You can apply up to the date of your 35th Birthday and must travel within one year of applying). Or, if you are over 35, but within the first 5 years of your horticultural career (including time spent training/studying) you may also apply.
How to Apply

· Application closing date is 15th January unless otherwise specified on the website 
· Completed application form to be submitted electronically to info@merlin-trust.org.uk and a signed hard copy to the address on the last page of this application form. Please ensure your two references are also submitted electronically as an email attachment and received by the closing date.
Successful Applicants
· Grant covers cost of tour only (which includes all travel, food and accommodation. Further details at http://www.alpinegardensociety.net/tours/forthcoming/). It does not cover any additional expenses outside of that covered by the tour.
· Must ensure they have travel insurance and it is advised that this is taken out on receipt of the grant awarded. 
· Must submit a report to the secretary within 3 months of return and include a separate breakdown of costs. This must be sent as 2 bound paper copies and 1 compressed PDF electronic copy (approx. 5MB max)
· Must permit the publication of their report on The Merlin Trust website.
· Reports will be considered for two annual prizes awarded by the Trustees, the Christopher Brickell Prize for best report and the Valerie Finnis VMH Prize for photographic excellence. Prize money is £500.

PERSONAL DETAILS

	SURNAME:
	FIRST NAME:
	MONTH and YEAR OF BIRTH:
	NATIONALITY:

	WORK ADDRESS:  

E MAIL:
	PREFERRED CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (if same as work address leave blank):

E MAIL:

	CURRENT JOB TITLE AND EMPLOYER OR COURSE OF STUDY AND COLLEGE: 



	PREVIOUS APPLICATION TO THE MERLIN TRUST AND OUTCOME:




	Why do you want to be considered for this tour? 

Please state below in no more than 250 words why you want to be considered for this tour:



	Horticultural Curriculum Vitae

Please insert your relevant horticultural c.v.  Your c.v. will not be considered if submitted as a separate document, it must be included below.



	References

Please provide the names of two horticultural referees. They should not be relatives and should have known you for at least two years. Please ask them to email their confidential references direct to the Secretary at info@merlin-trust.org.uk, by the closing date.  Applications will not be considered without references.


	NAME:
	NAME:

	POSITION:
	POSITION:

	ADDRESS:


	ADDRESS:

	E-MAIL:
	E-MAIL:

	TELEPHONE:
	TELEPHONE:


	APPLICANT SIGNATURE:

	DATE:


By signing, you agree to The Merlin Trust securely storing the personal data provided here for the duration of processing your application, and if successful, up to two years for the purposes of funds and report transfers.

Please email your completed application to: info@merlin-trust.org.uk
If you are unable to email your application form for any reason, please get in touch by email and a postal address will be sent to you by return.

www.merlin-trust.org.uk
Please note that the Merlin Trust will not be liable for any insurance claim and that it is the responsibility of the applicants to provide adequate insurance for themselves.

Trustees: Sally Petitt (Chairperson), Jim Jermyn, Fiona Crumley,

 Jonathan Miller, Paul Cook, David Knott, Kit Strange
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