The Merlin Trust
Registered Charity No. 803441
Founded in 1990 by Valerie Finnis VMH
www.merlin-trust.org.uk
info@merlin-trust.org.uk

	Application for the Merlin Trust – McGregor Study Award 2025



Eligibility Criteria

· Horticulturists of British or Irish citizenship, resident in Britain or Ireland only. Foreign citizens may apply but must be studying in a British or Irish horticultural training establishment, on a full-time professional horticultural course. Settled status is considered an eligible criterion.
· Aged between 18 and 35. If you are over 35, but within the first 5 years of your horticultural career (including time spent training/studying), you may also apply.
How to Apply

· Application closing date is 5pm on Monday 27th January 2025.
· Completed application form to be submitted electronically to info@merlin-trust.org.uk. Please ensure your two referees send their references directly to the Merlin Trust at the time of your application: we do not accept references forwarded by the applicant. Applications will only be considered when both references have been received.
Successful Applicants
· An award up to £1500 is available to cover travel and accommodation related to a rock garden or alpine-themed project. The successful applicant/s will be expected to make a contribution towards daily subsistence. 
· Must ensure they have travel insurance and it is advised that this is taken out on receipt of the grant awarded. 
· Must submit a report to the secretary within 3 months of return and include a separate breakdown of costs. This must be sent as 1 bound paper copy and 1 compressed PDF electronic copy (max. 30 MB). 

· Must permit the publication of their report on The Merlin Trust website.
· Reports received on time will be considered for two annual prizes awarded by the Trustees, the Christopher Brickell Prize for best report and the Valerie Finnis VMH Prize for photographic excellence. Prize money is £500.

PERSONAL DETAILS

	SURNAME:
	FIRST NAME:
	MONTH and YEAR OF BIRTH:
	NATIONALITY:

	WORK ADDRESS:  

E MAIL:
	PREFERRED CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (if same as work address leave blank):

E MAIL:

	CURRENT JOB TITLE AND EMPLOYER OR COURSE OF STUDY AND COLLEGE: 



	PREVIOUS APPLICATION TO THE MERLIN TRUST AND OUTCOME:




PROJECT DETAILS

	PROJECT TITLE: 

	PROJECT LOCATION:

	DEPARTURE AND RETURN DATES:

	GRANT REQUESTED FROM THE MERLIN TRUST:       

	PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION (REQUIRED - SEE GUIDANCE NOTES):


	Project description: Please provide a brief description of your proposed project. 



	Itinerary: Please give a brief itinerary for your project, including dates and locations



	Costs: Please complete in full even if some costs are covered by other sources of funding. Refer to guidance notes for what can be applied for and what is ineligible.


	TRAVEL:
	AIR FARE 
	£

	
	TRAIN FARE:
	£

	
	CAR HIRE:
	£

	
	FUEL:
	£

	
	OTHER: (please list)
	£

	
	
	

	
	
	

	SUBSISTENCE:
	ACCOMODATION:
	£

	
	
	

	
	
	

	OTHER COSTS:
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	£

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL
	£

	OTHER GRANT APPLICATIONS MADE IN CONNECTION WITH THIS PROJECT:

	ORGANISATION:


	AMOUNT REQUESTED:
	CURRENT SITUATION:

	ORGANISATION:
	AMOUNT REQUESTED:
	CURRENT SITUATION:

	ORGANISATION:
	AMOUNT REQUESTED:
	CURRENT SITUATION:


	Why do you want to be considered for this award? Please state below in no more than 500 words why you want to be considered for this opportunity (Think about how it will benefit you in terms of your career and personal, and how this opportunity is relevant to your current role, and/or future goals, e.g.will others benefit from shared knowledge?).



	Horticultural Curriculum Vitae. Please insert you’re a brief CV here, demonstrating prior experience with alpine plants/rock gardens. 



	Travel outside Europe: Please tell us why you need to travel beyond UK/Europe and/or why your project cannot be completed in the UK/Europe. Leave BLANK if your project is within the UK/Europe.




	Sustainability: Please tell us what measures you have considered or adopted to ensure your project can be delivered more sustainably.


	Risk Assessment and Mitigation: Please provide a summary of your risk assessment including key risks identified and their mitigation. We might ask to see your risk assessment.


I can confirm that I have completed a risk assessment:  Yes/No
 How did you hear about this award? Please state below
 Are you willing to be contacted by the Merlin Trust in the future? Even if your application is unsuccessful, we would like to contact you for your thoughts on the application process and whether you would apply again.
YES




NO
	References

Please provide the names of two horticultural referees. They should not be relatives and should have known you for at least two years. Please ask them to email their confidential references direct to the Secretary at info@merlin-trust.org.uk, by the closing date.  Applications will not be considered without references.


	NAME:
	NAME:

	POSITION:
	POSITION:

	ADDRESS:


	ADDRESS:

	E-MAIL:
	E-MAIL:

	TELEPHONE:
	TELEPHONE:


I confirm that the information given on this form and supporting papers is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and accurate. I understand that if I have given misleading information, this will be sufficient grounds for cancelling my application.  
By submitting this form, you indicate your consent for the Merlin Trust to use the information provided to process your application and for the Merlin Trust to share the information with other external grant giving bodies, particularly but not restricted to any you have applied for match funding.
The Merlin Trust takes your privacy and security seriously and will only process your personal data for the purposes stated in this form in line with the Data Protection Act 2018. We will never disclose your personal data to any third parties without your prior consent. By signing, you agree to The Merlin Trust securely storing the personal data provided here for the duration of processing your application, and if successful, up to two years for the purposes of funds and report transfers.
The granting of a Merlin Trust bursary conveys no responsibility for the welfare of a bursary applicant. The Merlin Trust will not be liable for any insurance claim and it is your responsibility to obtain adequate insurance in the event that your proposed activity is cancelled or otherwise adversely impacted. Should an activity be cancelled, the bursary must be repaid to the Merlin Trust.    
	APPLICANT SIGNATURE:

	DATE:


Please email you completed application to: info@merlin-trust.org.uk by the closing date
If you are unable to email your application form, please contact the Merlin Trust Secretary: 07551 86715
Trustees: Sally Petitt (Chairperson), Jim Jermyn, Lee Hale,  Jonathan Miller, Paul Cook, David Knott, Kit Strange.
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