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The Pontc Al ps, Kuawry iAmafwilsi PDagaagteh ¢
parallel with the Black Sea coast of Tu
at its easterKaehdr MowhtramesthkeR&ackgaerst
DagB, 937 metresDyd 2t ® 1t7hd )rain shadow e
the southern sl opes which descend into
signifcantly afects the vegetaton. It i
moi st aden aitrhaerBlvaank oSwiandy mpireesai bp nig!
produces heavy rain for much of the yea
ranges 1b,e3nE5e0M mi |-PBmenhchases|59

Al ong the eastern half of the Bl ack Sea
straight up from the sea wiadi rad molsdp e
heavidup. biHowever, travel just a few mil
gMes way to extensive tea plantatons, h
gl obal ly si-Qonlicfhciacn tt eEnupxeirnaet e r ai nf or est .
i nl and these very wet Colchic forefsts n

t hkort hern Anatolian conAtff erhenfdadeeadtue
Pontc Al ps, near the border with Georgi
contnent al climate and is part of the C
has a diwietrhs es ofnoer ar e,gi amal c emmplema & st o We
has relatvely unspoilt, wild and extens
steep sl opes. Much of this forest I s sa
period the Tertary, gwhoifc t heen deads tati cteh ea ¢
ago. These forests acted as a glacial r
Europe.

|l joined this Internatonal Denelr oworgli 1
i n a woodland gaemdea goao&uksekor i my i nt
t hwei l d that | had only seen isreegavhkars t

grow, how they grow, what idpeamide s |tihmeay e
tol erances. mi gehxtp eébcet adh stphatedl by the | ar
compositon of the forests in Turkey, ga
key aim howeveer wiwads ttroeesesepecni etsh t hat
t hat coul d bd ampigaumtgerde fcoolri meahtee i n Brita
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Day Wendenes dagt @Ber

The startng point for the tourR"9moasst t he
members of the tour who had arrived set
gui de. The Hagratfopha al aMbee gz a hbode xer .
church with painted wall mals awe | Att haat $0 rtikls
Pavil wbmnch was the stately Ahoamel Wkf atl hseo
saw the ancient walls of the citadel an
traditonablefloorceale xfpol oodr immagr kteht e Adltlar bayestidnd h |
the tour formally met up andnwedre einn tarno
botanist Andy Musgrove, astwdihnas cualt
Grand Zorlu Hotel where we stayed for t

The tour properly started on the Wednes
along the coast road eastward in the di
headed inland alangi daevaki eyetdawtalt Uiery
the Black Sea and carries the | kizdere
behind the urban coastal strip and were
covered much of Itehye dSiodbdadsgp.l alith vaeansd nwvaw o
téd rural | andscape had a defnite Asian
among the undul atng -heidbBt ofeaghustkhes! i



Qur frst stop was at a bridge over- the
close, with | arge bags full of fresh cl
Being autumn, many of ihetheabhbdshéasadha
ofThe river her e swaasn disiyrdshd 3Iwiiidzdh/ 2Zchdgies el e a
Il ndi catng the high rainfall -noaft vteh es preecgii
a serious problem in Turkeyt SNHA QWERA kX &
that has unusual bl ue /bfe$NE RSY RMbhvht dochy 3
was in full fower by the river.

We carried on up the vall etyhen hdiowearht n d
through avadategwwhiede the river was f ul
deci duous fogtesdpoplest héedeé rteheve got out a
track that foll owed the river, surround
The domi nant tCOlededzas e2eNdiBSdk i lbfaridet B! f A dzd O |
3f dza,y 2 ALLJIA Yy dzin @ Ssidzhelzidar k e¢wOSHr e NA Sy p i K

scatered throughout. The autumn col ours
varying shadeasanaédyéemmew, adredryge tri ki ng
understorey of shrubs, not browsed out

the UKwallmpenetrablleysvidi wesgediNa&s dmau c h
f 1 dzNR OSHX Beflg | @RIYO KX Eldzi: ARSI/ NIHYRO 2293y & W il |
S dzNP LdnSldzi h-lee AtbidgaeT 2 tahadeds SRS NI  aORd QoKfA OF
cour s ewHDRXSR DY RNR yfddd2.§addtdzYwas | mwibPer est nc
L2 yoDdzYa natur al context, where it 1 s n
with other shrubs and trees and st | al
4 ; : roadsi de wer e
suckering clurt
{ ' YO dzOdza S ldA ¢
with some berr
Mosses and f el
clothed .every

[ dzNIF Aya 2F | SRSNI
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We then drovedgpep abboethde vall @y whiea ea
wesoon founidnoiod ®smdivrecsunded by snow that
progresscl VWesbdhiidgnh tas web uwto uwe dtalvie d atk e
along the track, which was | i ré ®OWiyHhzYb
I NDi2adl HKeef & al so ! f odz dadns{deaBildzat rl edeGsdzl
among thaOSendNBSYyibdesaite our best efoc
the regi ondzBaAPHRYS QI i ty

It was then back to the valley botom wh
t hermal spa and hotel, surrounded by th

Day Trhwmor s d@ot ®2bter

We started the day with a | ong drive up
t he mountains, passi ng -sitnecerpe dfiobrlees tvei de wss|
with small holdings and the occasi,onal n
surrounded by deep snow and very few tr
roadside therel OWaN RSahBRN GBS ge$aNe s s b L



adorned all over wihe drueny hieasr ko fa rsda nraea ca
di stnctve. This tree seemed to be chara
the region, absent | ower dwawnrh ntoerlee dalwd
bark and minutely doSandg It widdosS @ @ibayi@iod d t
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We wal ked back downhill along the-road,
strewn wo otd? Lldeff dzieanwWd&B\Nedztidza, WASChESF YR NR Sy (
| f ydza 3(f2dkbbyd23a |la dzO dz Rkew t b W& 64 ¢ B NiK Yxleydy A
in. Clifs and scree | ined the wklady dad
YA ONRiOt Nddrevices | i ke bonda&iyA OSSN et |dzOa
mats of \Wdey kLJ§NMeE madtodn/ilcal highlight w
gageod views by #fmescwowad¢g. cAfier lamcdl we
furtsipga,nmair of Gol den Eagles circling
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The group was then driven further down
where we carried on walking along the
/[ ' NLA Yy da#ih & Sddznaminest tr ee dzSNDWzameISE dNd iSd
with the other trees, possessing smalle
Al so i n thi ¥dza @dat vy Rad2iydsadasfn wi t h pir
Il OSNJ L Whil B ARSA& good f ol iOEdNE Od dLihRER Oa £
stood out from t WelRyYadzns oloaaiygdzidS di\6ta ruka s
al so good to ¢e&é OKd Oazyf ¢ Wz daYyd f S

Day Thr eeOFtroblary 25

We | ef ealrdwyr fdomi we stix our next hotel m
pl anned along the way. Hal f otfh e nmeed gd aoyu
stopping at historic churches, whil e th

mountain scenery on the drive up to the
|l ong tunnel bored straight through the
sl opes of the Pontc Al £orruiheere ikat heumg
west to east before emptying into the B
rain shadow efect ofandbe apeumntsaidm amiad g @
south side, as soon as we emerged from



| andscape of rocky sl opes and scrubby h
t he sriidveest t here wasn’t a patch of snow
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S
We made a short stop to sample this new
hillside tu2agdza oOWBEAS®@HANBEecame a featur
was incredibly common amgr eisns isauacthu ndnean s
Some oaks by a stream puzzled us;owiet h t
tree had | eaves that were narroweawneas de
with shadyledw blod BzESMIB dzé KWiNIAGRALr ¢t er i s
peduncl e s athaec Adecsbortnhse.r e welr@S NJr LJgthit | WA |
CNJ EA ydzd alnyd2 dziiz BA0KINSYdzhiy dri el cowi nge

river, which has many | arge hydroel ectr
artfcial | akes and the | oss of all the
there was$ YhaNIdEts Ednlmin t he sl opes above
ht SI Stz LIbSen planted to stabilise the
were the tall, ntazrlWdatwdzds pyl AkNslt bW!sTpd Kalkyk AeQl
bar k.

Anot her stop to explore a scrubby wvalle

domi nant trees her avdaydLdS Niifie s OI$ R NF8 4 u
pyr amidaydILIS NHza, TREwRAGIEGANIbeaut f ul t wi st



Di verse woody pl ant/sNlwie & Ddaiw &2 Ndgy@i, | LOhACSE
[ 2V ARDSNE OND SNA &,/ 08 ¥Y & Aa SN X§ U5 NDKANENY 8
{ 2 ND dzd OYAKSSIRINGalndlF 22K super f diOBINDYy si mi
OF LILJ REOMABIZFS HBSYEHNI Y2y &L oStaha Awiytday ver y

| eaves.
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At our lunch stop further fnds were mad
t | £ A dzNdDZ& Ndkclivbeyfle da s nweleleldasi ng and col our
wKdza O 22NIYNdBSF £Yrladiibein? & L2 MBha  ft Zhiedzasrhusuba | s L
/| 2t dzi S+ YoSfttlhy 2iQlst 8EEhgel apescppeshere we
stunning geol ogyolmutrleed Sedmmehtmulyt | ay
vall ey and solid granite on the other.

cubhreough the valley sides we ma&n ampciwehn
and crumbling Georgian chut dZARF (I & bzx¥ g
heavily | aden pwm nmehg rcaoamd tceall 15 ¥& & Rle e § | ]
al so heavy with fruit.WdeyvelspWdzaodea@ERN
i nf estat onpaorfa sti-btece bheofsit | MOSHAI KR @ d dzY 2 E & (
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Day&54 Sat ufachaly SuQcatyo Rerr

We awoke in the Bl ack Jeowsasatttu aH cetde la,t rha g
the mountains near the Georgian border,
down a foot of snow. The weather wasn’t
deci sion was made to candel htovtiet [hp | laansnte d

mi nute but nonetheless informatve and e
group to keep us occupied. We ventured
and then aferwards with the snow &@rsoang
the valley to a mountain | ake beauty sp

dense forestt AKSIa lbiedtssty g dhega di ng back f
freezing over.
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OnSunawvay droveCam Gegumrteai n pass which cr
an al t24n@e (0Bf Above sea | evel. Heavy sno
st | being cleared by snow ploughs and
road waitng to cross the —-pasewohad thee
of the road into a ditch. Someé&hotwheoot h
side we were met with a view thaa wasutl,d
f aotpesn eppe surrounded by highken pbakdij s
was ctidte Ar dahwen,drwhviecht hrough to get to
t Aydza A0 @hEesSMA Pine forests were scater
pl ateau on rising ground-iaedagdgesopiitegiag
made up of younger geadeded,edei tTtheer froagpelsan
al mpetaydzi AeTWE&8aa@NABees Kl & whfi cthh éh awa
popul aton stretching from the Bal kans t
from the main range of the species.
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On the return journey weooedkpt ocedened ma
hillside close. tbt tWwaSidepbk p(SHYWHAFSH OSY a
vatriA 0 ¢ Ayt Ndet dza, ObNKY daflls o w{i & Nb dzZ0 mie de@ dzldlu
a fewADoOpNY dzyY Ak y @lrylund | eveWdzymeldENHzEa r g €
O2YVYdnakBEl @A K&yl and very s ur5prLIKsyiSn g.02yy o
a plant normally found in the humid for
of ame@expmount ai n.
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On the other side of the paslsl ek Sahgprpae
Mi | | epahkan enoofr ntohues nvausnttaai n range and
dropping away bel ow, everything thick w
forest track that curved around the sid
forest stretchinguawan bDmmetOertStawbhy patl e
V2NRYl yyhmayy of them huge stately speci
very steep sl ope above us on our right

| eaf &si9lzf |, LIS ¢ Rtz §2m\obudadt sl to@dadzldl INGA 1 aden wi
of scar |l O ND KISt iRENS AL KAINIISINTED 3 ¢ Jiel sT dedf s h o
2NAStylaht Aer e s costuecbmmye da.ndAlmudg t he pat h
[ 2YAOSNYarOd doOu ra AfORK 2 RPRAYIRNRP ¥ OlvdzO b a4 A Odz
di stndgwé dedument um.
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Day 6 and ‘andodda&®da®bae

OmMondiaty awalsong drive all thei wagrbathkhgt
were seen from the buses duri ntgo tehxep |dorrie
val l ey in t hwazSINOe dBeuyifeirddg nighe inital p
bet weawsmad the city of Artvin, we passe
was home to quite | ar g&vdzyalLl NHdzgd OBW Yisyy &
out of the rocky siCOp &S yaz dtl fyl@idsyydER i ANk
CA Odza,t OF NEA®A NFndidd yola k s .

Having passed through Artvin on our way
once more and the wad |fewyl Iweofdrroevlei ¢ hMe d
the dry sl opes above t hy¥dzi e sighyeSlofirrsst wweirl
we had seen and indeed these are part o
Here agai/n2awadza mod XA NH Hzh adUTEASNRA & x t
st andND dzfi dz&2 +tyhReNIbOeKayuSt f ul red bar k was
theée fsl by the roladdaiwigx e cl umps of



We stoppedvhiesme awerrad | eryc e dagrond cdahman g otr te
Above the tea and hazelnut plantatons w
i AU LKetf SI sipbyyYIn@gl t hei Hessaetd bapbobaes.
explored the ridge neav®dyll@Bwhd @il wmsucce
nonet heless worth it for the beautf ul f
species characteristc of t he-wKr2eRa2 RaSsy RING
dzy ASNYTAA s was a | ow growing shrarbey cwiatr

atractve buds and foliage thatahed, wabi
driving nearer t o t/hreNldioyadgay r2aNehi Smyofit I of @Adar a
sl opes above the road; its smaller | eav
drier habitat was iIinterestng.

WK2R2RSYRNRBY dzyISNYAA
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On Tuesday we spent most of the day vi
sits precipitously on the side of a ¢
I's very picturesque and historicaheéey fa
woods around the monasterytweOSe alNAxSYywbd
other species mi x/eMl i ESSoMS Sl tl o/l aau mha by
pl ant2NNAY Lt A 2NDIES NI yd malaDS NI @8 § dze
and many | ar gwdzhinldy & 0B Rslsé vieh BILIA i dza | a6
seen on the trip, a huge veteran tree ¢
tarmac around its roots didn’t | ook to

We parted ways on the Wednesday, having
very special corner of the world, with
| andsaaweek wasn’'t really | ong enough.
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a | ot away from this trip, there
t heitrhi OSd t \2aeJadbafbyil tinatdse an i mpr es

partcul ar, i1t s-a@gemswiinmgcroendiabdlly ktimugh of
t hi [
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al so
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and
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an
p e

nnest of soils, in incredible co
at and dr oplgartt., Inotmatdleu qagigsha car
pruces, but neat and atractve wi
g wi tHh kteh ec osnmeasl. | |ftr uwietal | y fted i
appear i nlgemogrto wiircg utrteismluye swc at e
h and hornbeam. Def ni tuetllyi sae dt rbeae
and certainly a tree for the fut

out the trip | warsgpaccdan sautbataeigey t h
and how the trees growing in thi
ds c a [Cé¢ & didia CdNWdE g dA fy Mdzs t2NAdStyaie € s\ads
rform al most the same ecol ogi cal



gualites as the equivalent species natyv
drought tolerance. Other, more exotc, s
hot er —ft heuwthe2aa klpéa es for example, or t

| was also fascinated by the compl ex st

are so used to all of our woodl ands bei
of a few | eggy sohrhwelbswiuwnrd &rempaatolpen and
armies of deer, combined with human neg

mostly made up of very similar species
canopy |l ayer and Wwndckertmengtlhe arf iempea rgeatere

shruthssaplings of many diferent species
vi sion of what we once had and slhiokuel d h
upl ands), but have |l ong since | ost and
haptpoy see such forests surviving in Tur
forest structuirdeeasi tl gmaivgeh tmea pnpalnyy t o wo «
Engl and avnedvials mfdwrstimele species . want t
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