
Merlin Trust WRAGS Bursary Report  
 
Samuel Stokes - RHS Level 3 Certificate in Plant Growth, Garden Planning and Applied 
Propagation  
 

I am delighted to report that the bursary awarded by the Merlin Trust has already had a 
significant impact on my horticultural development. The funding has enabled me to continue my 
RHS studies through the Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of Plant Growth, Garden Planning, 
and Applied Propagation, allowing me to build directly on the knowledge and skills gained 
during my Level 2 studies. It has also provided the opportunity to expand my understanding of 
advanced propagation techniques, an area of horticulture I am particularly passionate about. 

Being awarded the bursary has already proved invaluable in supporting my practical career 
development at Leeds Castle, where I have secured my first full-time gardening role. Here, I 
have been able to apply concepts from my studies in a real-world setting, particularly in 
productive horticulture and horticultural heritage. Understanding plant growth, propagation, and 
the historical context of garden design has allowed me to contribute effectively to ongoing 
projects, and support the maintenance of heritage plantings across the castle grounds. This 
experience has given me the chance to bridge theoretical knowledge with practical application, 
making a tangible difference in both my professional growth and the care of one of the UK’s 
historic gardens 

In the future I hope to continue building both my practical experience and my formal studies, 
with the goal of eventually completing the RHS Master of Horticulture (MHort). I want to keep 
developing my skills in garden planning, plant management, and horticultural practice, applying 
what I learn in real-world settings. My aim is to build a long-term career in horticulture where I 
can combine hands-on work with a strong knowledge base, contributing to sustainable, 
productive, and inspiring gardens. 
 
 
 


